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CYCLE...West Central’s delegate Nathan Arndt (left) of Wellington-Napoleon High 

School and teammate Colby Snider of Ozark Electric Cooperative, act out their 

own public service announcement during the Cooperative Youth Conference and 

Leadership Experience in Jefferson City. (Inset) CYCLE delegate Lauren Thomas of Kingsville speaks to the group during a 

leadership activity. Sponsorship to the conference is one of the prizes awarded in WCE’s annual Rural Electric Youth Tour com-

petition. Delegates are able to hear phenomenal presentations such as “Rachel’s Challenge” and debate their own bill on the 

floor of the Missouri House of Representatives.
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7th Cooperative 
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Squirrels, birds and, 

yes, even wasps can 

be to blame when the 
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Squirrels and other wildlife can cause havoc to an electrical system if they get in the wrong 

place at the wrong time. Many outages can be attributed to animals and birds, and WCE is 

taking steps to prevent those from occurring as frequently by installing insulated “bird wire” 

and wildlife protection devices.
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Wildlife protection devices like these seen above help to prevent the occurrence of birds 

and animals causing power outages. The devices are plastic insulating caps that cover the 

exposed electrical components on transformers and breakers.
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