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(Top photo) WCE crews work to repair one 

of the more than 5,200 services without 

power during the Februrary snowstorm. 

Crews found it difficult to get to many loca-

tions until roads were plowed, and for a 

time, spent nearly as much time digging 

trucks out as they did repairing outages. 

(Far left photo) Lineman Tim Frerking digs a 

neutral line out of the snow during repairs.

(Left photo) Drifts were more than three feet 

high outside the headquarters building in 

Higginsville.

Additional storm coverage on page 3.
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The Cooperative Spirit

The cooperative spirit was alive and well 

during the disasterous February snowstorm. 

WCE employees sincerely appreciated all 

of the positive and encouraging comments 

from our members, their thoughts and 

prayers for our linemen out in the field and 

their families back home, the members who 

came out to help our crews get unstuck, 

and our friends at United, Atchison-Holt 

and Platte-Clay electric cooperatives who 

helped us restore power. Below are just a 

very few of the many comments received 

from members via our facebook page dur-

ing the storm and repair efforts:

“Thanks for all you all do! Been praying 

for all the guys out in this mess today, and 

for all the office workers for handling all 

the calls and being so helpful too. I’m sure 

today their job was pretty thankless. Keep 

up the good work WCE!”

“Thank you for all the long hours that you 

have worked to get power back on for so 

many households and so many more to go. 

Thank you to all the families of the linemen 

for your sacrifice of holding down the fort 

alone while your loved ones are out there in 

the cold and wet weather.”

“You guys be careful out there! Thank 

you sooo much for getting our power back 

up this evening!”

“Even though we have power...it makes u 

stop and be thankful for those who put the 

long hours in and brave the weather condi-

tions. Thanks guys and gals!!!”

“Prayers for the crews! Stay safe!”

“My power hasn’t gone out. I’m praying it 

doesn’t, but it’s nice to know you are hard 

at work to get power restored. I’ll be pray-

ing for the safety of those brave linemen 

too. Thanks.”

“Thanks so much guys!!! Nothing like 

being a member of a Coop!”

“Thanks for working so hard in these ter-

rible conditions.”

“We were out for only an hour...I was 

expected a day or two. YOU GUYS ROCK!”

“THANK YOU West Central Electric & 

Coops for all your hard work & long hours 

of storm restoration. All those on our elec-

trical circuit got ours back on this evening 

after being out for a good 2 days. We ALL 

appreciate what you go thru to do get our 

lights back on! Bless Each of YOU!”

Thanks to each of you at West Central 

for all of your hard work and determination 

in getting power restored to so many today. 

I saw that over 1300 in Johnson County 

had no power this morning, and now at 

273. Considering the road and weather 

conditions, that is a pretty successful day 

--- THANK YOU!!!

“I imagine I’m speaking for LOTS of peo-

ple here but you guys are HERO’s today.”

(Top photo) Crews from United Electric Cooperative meet with WCE 

Line Superintendent Randy Burkeybile after answering the coopera-

tive’s call for help.

(Left photo) Snow sticks to guy wires. Photo courtesy of Tim Cunning-

ham/Platte-Clay Electric

(Right photo) WCE Serviceman Eric Kirchhoff prepares for Day 3 of 

outage repairs.

lCooperation Among Cooperativesl
Cooperatives serve their members most effectively and strengthen the cooperative 

movement by working together through local, national, regional and international 

structures.



15 YEARS OF SERVICE...

Those recognized for 15 years of service to the coopera-

tive are: front row (l-r) Journeyman Lineman Pete Nelson, 

Journeyman Lineman Billy Mackie and Executive Secretary 

and Benefits Administrator Kim Lewis. Back row (l-r) 

General Utilityman Eric Wegener, Line Foreman Todd Gast 

and Board Member Max Swisegood.

2013 West Central 

Electric Cooperative 

Employee and Board 

Service Recognition

30 YEARS OF SERVICE...

WCE Board President Clark Bredehoeft (left) congratulates General Manager Mike 

Gray on 30 years of service at the cooperative.
20 YEARS OF SERVICE...

Those recognized for 20 years of service to the cooperative are: front row (l-r) 

Groundman/Truckdriver Doug Bird and Operations Clerk Jeff Rhoades. Back row: 

Right-of-Way Coordinator Steve Long.

35 YEARS OF SERVICE...

WCE General Manager 

Mike Gray congratulates 

Ricki Kirchhoff on her 35 

years of service to the 

cooperative. (left photo)

25 YEARS OF SERVICE...

Employees recognized 

for 25 years of service 

are: front row (l-r) 

Manager of Engineering 

Dan Disberger, 

Operations Clerk Wes 

Schloman. Back row: 

Branch Manager Brent 

Scholtzhauer.

(right photo)


