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Answering your questions regarding regulations 

and how they could affect your electric rates 

Co-op wraps up year-long celebration of 75th anniversary
Keeping electirc rates affordable 
remains a prioity as EPA’s  
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EPA is attempting to impose a new regulatory framework 

on states that will transform how electricity is generated, 
distributed, transmitted, and used. This rule threatens to 
eliminate the critical competitive advantage that affordable 
and reliable electricity provides to the American economy.

EPA itself estimates that its power plant rule will cause 
nationwide electricity price increases of between 6 and 7 
percent in 2020, and up to 12 percent in some loca-
tions. EPA projects annual compliance costs between $5.4 
and $7.4 billion in 2020, rising up to $8.8 billion in 2030. 
These costs don’t even factor in the economy wide impacts 
of more expensive electricity. Because U.S. businesses 
compete on a global scale, rising electricity prices resulting 
from EPA’s rule will place us at a disadvantage. Adding 
insult to injury, impacted businesses will choose to move 
overseas, taking their emissions and their jobs with them. 

America will have fewer jobs, but global emissions won’t 
decrease. 

Higher energy prices disproportionately harm low-income 
and middle-income families. Since 2001, energy costs for 
middle-income and lower-income families have increased 
by 27 percent, while their incomes have declined by 22 per-
cent. EPA’s rule will only exacerbate this trend.

In addition, EPA’s carbon rules will increase reliability 
risks and the potential for brownouts and blackouts at times 
Americans rely on electricity the most.

No matter what regulatory approach EPA takes for power 
plants, its impact on global greenhouse gas emissions will 
be minimal.
(The above includes exerpts from the sample letter to the 
EPA included in the USCOC membership email blast.)

A word from the United States Chamber of Commerce

CYCLE PRODUCES GREATER LEADERS...(WCE’s 2014 CYCLE delegates visit the 

Missouri State Capitol Building. (L-r) Jillian Samson of Warresnburg High School, 

George Cooper of Crest Ridge High School and Ali Landrum of Warrensburg High 

School. (Additional CYCLE coverage on page 2.)

Cooperative Youth Conference and Leadership Experience
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CYCLE challenges students to become greater leaders

CYCLE 2015
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Information packets available on the WCE 

website at www.westcentralelectric.coop
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Answering your questions regarding regulations and how they could affect your electric rates 

Ali Landrum (left) participates in a leadership activity with fellow WCE delegate Jillian 

Samson during the 2014 CYCLE conference.
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*This list will continue beginning with “Sch” 
in the December issue of Electric News.



WCE offices will be 

closed Tuesday, 

Nov. 11 for Veterans Day 

and 

Thursday & Friday, 

Nov. 27-28 for the 

Thanksgiving holiday.

Regular meeting of the Board of Directors held August 28, 2014

The meeting was called to order by President Densil Allen.  Robert Simmons, Secretary of the Cooperative, caused the 

minutes of the meeting to be kept. The following Directors were present:  Max Swisegood, Clark Bredehoeft, Dale Jarman, 

Richard Strobel, Densil Allen, Robert Simmons, Stan Rhodes and Sandra Streit. Also present were General Manager Mike 

Gray and general counsel Shawn Battagler.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

After discussion, the Agenda was approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The unapproved minutes of the regular meeting of the board of directors held July 24, 2014, were approved.

REVIEW OF EXPENDITURES FOR JULY

An itemized list of expenditures for June was presented to the board, and the payment of the bills was ratified. 

APPROVAL OF REPORTS

The following July 2014 reports were approved: Operating Report (RUS Form 7) and Comparative Operating Statement 

including the Financial Statistical Report with month and budget comparisons and statistical data pertaining to operating 

revenue, expenses, margins, assets, liabilities, and KWH sales; Treasurer’s Report; the written monthly Construction, 

Retirement, Maintenance and Operations Report and the Safety Report, which included no lost time accidents during the 

month.

MEMBERSHIPS

The applications submitted for membership in the cooperative were accepted and approved. Directors reviewed a list of 

requests for termination of membership in the cooperative which, along with their requests that their billings be deducted 

from their deposits and the remainder, if any, be refunded to them, were accepted and approved.

N.W. ELECTRIC POWER COOPERATIVE, INC. REPORT

Gray and Swisegood reported on their attendance and shared highlights from the recent NW Board meeting, including 

Dave McDowell being hired as the new CEO of NW, and an update on AECI activities.

AMEC REPORT

Gray and Bredehoeft reported their attendance adn shred highlights form the meeting including James Ashworth being 

elected to the Federated board, legislative activities, regulatory issues, grassroots activities, State Fair involvement, Youth 

Tour and CYCLE information, salary information for AMEC employees, AECI report, budget review, disaster assistence, 

mapping coordination and awards were announced for the upcoming annual meeting.

ANNUAL MEETING

Gray reviewed expenses from the annual meeting, and the board discussed recommendations for further meetings.

OPEN DIRECTOR POSITION

The board discussed the open director position and the process of identifying and appointing a member to fill the vacant 

spot. A motion was made to fill the position, however, the board tabled the motion until the next regular board meeting. 

Directors discussed a member who has expressed interest in filling the vacant seat.

COMMITTEE REVIEW

The board appointed the following committees for next year: Scholarship: Robert Simmons, Densil Allen, Jr., Stan 

Rhodes and Dale Jarman; Wage and Salary: Densil Allen, Jr., Sandra Streit, Richard Strobel and Clark Bredehoeft; 

Bylaws: Max Swisegood, Dale Jarman and Robert Simmons. The Wage and Salary Committee meeting was scheduled 

for Sept. 18.

MANAGER’S REPORT

Manager Mike Gray provided his Manager’s Report for the month. He reported on policies regarding disbursement of 

health insurance premiums relating to retirees, calendar, solar net metering, billing and payment types, union representa-

tive changes and investment fund updates.

BOARD MEETING DATES SET

Upcoming board meeting dates were set for: Thursday, Oct. 30, Tuesday, Nov. 25 and Tuesday, Dec. 30.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Richard Strobel raised the issue of recognizing Paul Nolte’s service to the board. Management was authorized to take 

actions to acknowledge Nolte’s outstanding service to the board and the cooperative.

The board discussed the process for reviewing the manager’s evaluations.

NEW BUSINESS

None. 

MEETING ADJOURNED

FINANCIAL REPORT  •  Statement of Operations  •  August 2014
             This month           YTD 2014           YTD 2013   
Revenue    
Power Bill Expense   
Opertion & Maint. Expense      
Depreciation Expense      
Interest Expense       
Total cost of Srvc. (Total Expense)  
Operating Margins (Revenue less Expenses)    
Other Margins         
TOTAL MARGINS

2,885,077

1,562,357
191,124
150,919
103,514

2,007,914

622,729
17,455

640,184

5,980,984

3,234,302
392,187
301,236
214,086

4,141,811

1,323,851
34,570

1,358,421

5,176,237

2,913,458
430,833
293,155
183,080

3,820,526

879,451
26,418

905,869
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As the temperature

goes down, outages 

and blinks caused by 

animals will increase


